THE PARLIAMENT IN"  TEAJKS.                      37
The Parliament found public affairs in a bad state, and all because the House of Stuart would never profit by experience, nor attempt to forecast for the signs of the times. They believed, with Shakespeare,
" There 's such divinity doth hedg'e a king, That treason can hut peep to what it would."
The three leading nations of Europe were ruled by three youths, Philip of Spain, Louis of France, and Charles of England, who in turn were almost wholly swayed by their intriguing ministers, Olivarez, Richelieu, and Buckingham. It was the zenith of the monarchal system, and the time was ripe for the assertion of popular rights.
When Oliver Cromwell, at the age of twenty-nine, entered the House of Commons, clad in home-spun clothes, and walking with a shambling, slouching gait, with neither grace of man-net* nor dignity of carriage, he attracted but little attention. u Who/' cried a Royalist clergyman in a sermon preached after the Restoration, " Who that beheld such a bankrupt, beggarly fellow as Cromwell first entering the Parliament House4, with a threadbare, torn coat, and a greasy hat (and perhaps neither of them paid for), could have suspected that, in the course of so few years, he should, by the murder of one King and the banishment of another, ascend the throne, be invested in the Royal robes, and want nothing of the state of a King but the changing of his hat into a crown ? " " Odds fish, Lory ! " exclaimed Charles II,, when he heard this speech from the man who had been glad to eulogise Cromwell when living, " Odds fish, man ! Your chaplain must be a bishop. Put me in mind of him at the next vacancy." J
The Lords in their robes and the Commons being assembled, the King made them a speech from the Throne, calling their attention to the necessities for supply. " 1C very man must do according to his conscience," said he, " wherefore if you (as God forbid !) should not do your duties in contributing what the State at this time needs, I must in discharge of my conscience use
1 Dr. South's sermon ;  Korstcr's Stafrxnten of the Conintomwattk, p. 4,06,